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President’s Message // Craig Parker, P.E., ENV SP - Gresham, Smith and Partners

TSPE
   T O D A Y

This board year has flown by like a stealth 
fighter during the national anthem. If there 
is one lesson I’ve learned over the past 
year, it’s that life is too time consuming. I 
can’t believe this is my last message. So, 

with a sentimental heart and a teary eye, I write:

How about those Nashville Predators?! Here we go again, 
just like a year ago, the Predators are in the postseason and 
looking to get back to the Stanley Cup finals. Unlike last year, 
however, this year they are the favorites, having completed 
an incredible regular season. I am not ashamed to admit that 
last year, I was one of the thousands, previously categorized 
as “casual fans,” who jumped on the Predators postseason 
bandwagon and rooted them on until the bittersweet end. 
Like so many, I found myself glued to the television, shouting 
encouragement and questioning calls by the referees, despite 
my still evolving understanding of the game and its rules. It 
was an unforgettable run and precursor to an incredible 
regular season this year. I realize not all of our members are 
Predators fans, and I’m aware of at least one Penguins fan 
who is likely rolling his eyes at my theme, but it’s my last article 
as President, so cut me some slack.

So, what do the Predators have in common with the Tennessee 
Society of Professional Engineers? I’m glad I asked.

1. It’s never too late to jump on the bandwagon. 

It doesn’t matter if you’re in the 1st period of your career 
or late in the 3rd – you can still get involved and make an 
impact. This team needs your talents. We need veterans 
to mentor the rookies, we need leaders to lead at both 
the chapter and state level, and we need sheer numbers 
to continue our awesome record of advocacy on Capitol 
Hill. Like Thomas Edison said, “If we did all the things we 
are capable of, we would literally astound ourselves.” 

2. Success happens when careful preparation meets 
disciplined execution. 

Need I say more? Plan the work and work the plan. Each 
year, late second quarter, the new TSPE board participates 
in a retreat to set goals for the ensuing board year. Just 
like the Predators general manager making deals in the 
off-season to improve the roster, TSPE looks for talented 
engineers to volunteer to fill board officer positions, 
committee chairs to work towards achieving the goals and 
fulfilling TSPE’s mission. Success is evident when legislation 
goes our way, when we watch Mathletes and First robotics 
teams compete, and when we see engineers celebrated 
during E-week. Let’s keep planning the work and working 
the plan. As Walt Disney said, “If you can dream it, you 
can do it.” He also said, “The way to get started is to quit 
talking and begin doing.” 

3. Winning is fun. 

Last year’s upstart Nashville Predators came within just 
two games of winning the coveted Stanley Cup, falling 
in Game 6 to the highly favored, defending champion 
Pittsburg Penguins. Nevertheless, how much fun was 
it to be in Tennessee, especially Nashville last year? It’s 
because winning is fun, especially among teammates 
and fans, and especially when the state fanbase was so 
starved for a winner. Former Houston Oilers coach Bum 
Phillips said it best when he said “Winning is only half of 
it. Having fun is the other half.”   

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the state society 
this year, but it’s not quite over. Like the Predators, our season 
isn’t over as long as there is time on the clock and our team 
is on the ice. Let’s finish this season strong and lay a solid 
foundation for next year’s board, which will be led by President 
Brent Johnson, P.E. He may not be as strong on the forecheck 
as the Preds’ front line, but he’ll make a great captain for next 
year’s team. Thanks to all TSPE teammates for a memorable 
season. Go Predators!

INSIDE: 

• TN Student “Mathletes”

• TN Engineering Foundation 2018 Scholarships

• TN Engineers’ Conference

• News From National

TSPE FELLOW MEMBER NOMINATIONS

If you are interested in nominating 
members for TSPE Fellow status, the 
deadline for these nominations is June 
1. Information about the TSPE Fellow 
nomination process can be found at 
http://www.tnspe.org/Awards.htm.

Spring 2018
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2017-2018
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT
Craig Parker, PE
Craig_parker@gspnet.com

PRESIDENT ELECT
Brently Johnson, PE, F NSPE, F TSPE
bjjohnson@vaughnmelton.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Mack McCarley, PE, F NSPE, F TSPE
mmccarley@pdmeng.com

SECRETARY
Mike MacIndoe, PE
macindoe@fulghummacindoe.com

TREASURER
Paul Kelly, PE
Paul.kelly.7.ctr@us.af.mil

PAST PRESIDENT
Janey Camp, PhD, PE
janey.camp@vanderbilt.edu

NSPE DELEGATE
Randal Braker, PE
rbraker@druc.org

NSPE SOUTHEAST REGION 
DIRECTOR
Shannon Looney, PE
shannon@gemitchellco.com

2017-2018
CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

CHATTANOOGA
Mack McCarley, PE, F NSPE
mmccarley@pdmengineering.com

KNOXVILLE
James Norris, PE
james.norris@parhamengineering.com

LAKEWAY
Richard Kusmierczyk, PE
ineedtogetaname@aol.com

MEMPHIS
Ben Campbell, PE
bcampbell@fisherarnold.com

NASHVILLE
Joe Deering, PE
joe.deering@tn.gov

TULLAHOMA
Paul Kelly, PE
paul.kelly.7.ctr@us.af.mil

UPPER EAST TENNESSEE
Scott P. Schallon, PE
schallon@eastman.com

For additional information about chapter
meetings and location, go to
www.tnspe.org/About Us/Leadership/
ChapterPresidents.

2017-2018
STATE DIRECTORS

CHATTANOOGA
Mack McCarley, PE, F NSPE, F TSPE
Sandra Knight Collins, PE, F NSPE, F TSPE

KNOXVILLE
Aaron Crenshaw, PE
Edwin Deyton, PE

LAKEWAY
Jeremiah Davis, PE
Joe Hillard, PE

MEMPHIS
Tim Herndon, PE
Drake Danely, PE

NASHVILLE
Daniel Spann, PE
Derek Martin

TULLAHOMA
John McInturff, PE
Paul Kelly, PE

UPPER EAST TENNESSEE
Scott Schallon, PE

(Nashville, Tennessee, March 17, 2018) -- Teams of 6th, 7th and 
8th grade student Mathletes from public, private, and parochial 
middle schools, junior high schools, and homeschools across 
Tennessee competed in the Tennessee state-level competition 
of the national MATHCOUNTS program on March 17, 2018, 
at the Tennessee Engineering Center in Nashville, Tennessee. 
The Tennessee MATHCOUNTS regional and state contests 
are organized and sponsored annually by the local chapters 
of the Tennessee Society of Professional Engineers and by 
the Tennessee Engineering Foundation. A total of 19 schools 
and 47 students from across Tennessee, winners of their 
local competitions in February, competed at the state-level 
competition. Teachers and students had prepared for this 
competition since the beginning of this school year. Students 
competed individually and as teams in written and fast-
paced oral matches. Subjects included probability, statistics, 
linear algebra, and polynomials. Winners of the individual, 
team, and oral lightning “Countdown Round” competitions 
received awards and trophies. The State Team will compete 
at the National Competition at the Renaissance Washington, 
Washington, D.C. on, May 12-15, 2018. The team will be 
comprised of George Zhang (Memphis University School); 
Alex Wang (Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville); Kerry 
Zhao (Memphis University School); Franklin Zhang (Tullahoma 
East Middle School); and Team Coach Meredith McFarlin 
(Memphis University School).

TENNESSEE STUDENT “MATHLETES” ADVANCE TO NATIONAL MATHCOUNTS COMPETITION 
// by Jake Greear, PE, TN MATHCOUNTS Coordinator

Tennessee Team (L to R) George Zhang (Memphis University School), 
Alex Wang (Montgomery Bell Academy, Nashville), Kerry Zhao (Memphis 
University School); Franklin Zhang (Tullahoma East Middle School) and Team 
Coach Meredith McFarlin (Memphis University School)
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The 2018 TN Engineers Conference will be at the Franklin 
Marriott Cool Springs on Sept. 17-18, 2018.  Be sure and mark 
your calendar! 

Education Track chairs are working hard on another 
great line-up of seminars for the Tennessee Engineers’ 
Conference.   New this year… the conference will be on 
Monday and Tuesday!

 - Registration, Sponsorships and Exhibitor Signup – all online!
 - Six Education Tracks this year
 - Plenary Session on Monday morning
 - All meal events (even TEF Luncheon) are included in the 

price of registration
 - All Meals and Events will be in the exhibit Hall with the 

exhibitors

The Tennessee Engineering Foundation Luncheon will be 
Monday, September 17.  Guest Speaker will be announced 
soon!  The luncheon raises money for the State MATHCOUNTS 
competition, scholarships for engineering students, and other 
STEM related activities. At the annual state TPE PAC Auction, 
we will put the fun in fundraising. We want to be able to 
support state legislative candidates who are supportive of our 
issues. Join us for the Welcome Reception and PAC Auction. 

Don’t miss the all-star line-up of speakers and events plus 
the opportunity to network with your peers at the Tennessee 
Engineers’ Conference. You will be able to catch up with 
your colleagues from across the state, and support TSPE. 

Make your plans now to be there! The Conference schedule and 
registration information will be available soon!  Registration, 
Sponsorship and Exhibit Registration is all online this year and 
now available at http://www.tnspe.org/Current%20Events.htm. 

TENNESSEE ENGINEERS’ CONFERENCE 
// FRANKLIN MARRIOTT COOL SPRINGS // SEPTEMBER 17-18, 2018

2017-2018 TSPE COMMITTEE CHAIRS

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIP
Jonathan Haycraft, PE

BUDGET
Paul Kelly, PE

COMMUNICATIONS & PUBLIC 
RELATIONS
Mack McCarley, PE, F NSPE, F TSPE

EDUCATION OUTREACH
Adam Byard, PE

LEGISLATIVE & GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS
David Brewer, PE

MATHCOUNTS
Jake Greear, PE

MEETINGS
Brent Johnson, PE , F NSPE, F TSPE

NOMINATING
Janey Camp, PhD, PE

POLICY REVIEW
Jim Currey, PE, F NSPE

SOCIETY DEVELOPMENT  
Brent Johnson, PE, F NSPE, F TSPE

Tennessee Engineering Center
800 Fort Negley Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37203
615-242-2486
www.tnspe.org

Executive Director
Kasey Anderson 
(kanderson@tnec.org)

Manager of Member Services/Editor
Judy Logue
( jlogue@tnec.org)

Assistant Director for Membership 
and Communication
Kiersten Thompson
(kthompson@tnec.org)

TSPE PARTNERS

Crow Friedman Group a Risk 
Strategies Company

L&R(formerly Lellyett & Rogers 
Services)

Jacobs Technology

ACEC Life/Health  
Insurance Trust

AE Guidance, LLC

Forterra Pipe & Precast

Info Tech, Inc.

Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & 
Waldrop, P.C. 

Ryan Search & Consulting

Smith Cashion & Orr, PLC

T. Wayne Owens & 
Associates, PC

Tennessee Concrete 
Association

United Structural Systems, Inc.

Yanmar America
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New PEs - October 2017 Exam

Silver Sponsors
ACEC Tennessee, Nashville Chapter

American Society of Civil Engineers, TN Section (ASCE)

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating  
and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE)

Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)

Society of American Military Engineers (SAME)

Tennessee Engineering Foundation (TEF)

Tennessee Society of Professional Engineers (TSPE)

Bronze Sponsors
Construction Specification Institute (CSI)

2018 Volunteers
Kasey Anderson (TSPE/ACEC Tennessee)

Hal Balthrop, PE (Metro Water Services)

Nitaya Chayangkura, PE (TN Dept of Transportation)

Seth Dobyns, PE (Gresham, Smith and Partners)

Patrick Leap (Barge Design Solutions)

Jennifer Lind, PE (Metro Water Services)

Amy Spann, PE (EnSafe Inc.)

Jim Thweatt, PE (Piedmont Natural Gas)

A special thank You to our Sponsors and Volunteers!

 would not have been possible without their generous contributions!

Gold Sponsors

CHATTANOOGA
Robert Buckley PE
Douglas Ford PE
Ian Grant PE
Jamaine Mason PE
Andrew Miller PE
Gloria Neal PE
Matthew Patton PE
Michael Pischke PE
Joel Riddle PE
Mustafa Saad PE
Kevin Sarvela PE

KNOXVILLE
Ryan Ankabrandt PE 
Samuel Barrack PE
Ann Beaver PE
Tyler Bicknell PE
Rachel Cooley PE
Matthew Debord PE
Shane Glarrow PE
Terry Glover PE
John Greer PE
Cody Johnson PE
Patrick Kaminski PE
Andrew Kolbert PE
William Littlejohn PE
Scott Manning PE
Jeremy Mathews PE 
James Maynes PE
Joseph Mccall PE
Raymond Mcdonnell PE

Blake Mcnew PE
Gordon Phillips PE
Jonathan Rollow PE
Ethan Saturday PE
Zachariah Seiden PE
Thomas Thomasson  PE
Jeremy Thompson PE
David Thornton PE
William Turner PE
Eric Tyler PE
Daniel Ward PE
Miles Watkins PE  
Andrew Westbrook PE  
Aaron Whaley PE  
Randall Whitehead PE  
Lee Williamson PE  

MEMPHIS
Darren Beal PE  
Larry Brasher PE  
Eric Brown PE  
Derick Brunt PE  
Jason Burton PE  
Trent Davis PE  
Stephen Edwards PE  
Irving Gabaldon PE  
Matthew Garner PE  
Terry Glover PE  
Kevin Khoo PE  
Scott Mcamis PE  
Derek Mcelroy PE  
Elvis Ngeh PE  

Jeremy Ruffell PE  
Shawna Smith PE  
Parker Stone PE  
Stephen Warren PE  

NASHVILLE
Adrian Bennett PE
Bradley Bork PE
William Bruning PE
Maxwell Bryant PE
Joseph Clement PE
Samuel Clemmons PE
Benton Coles PE
Aaron Crowley PE
Nicholas Deblasis PE
Charles Eaves PE
Evan Foster PE
Derek Gaw PE
Rachel Gentry PE
Steven Goad PE
Tanner Gore PE
Jesse Hoover PE
William Jensen PE
Ethan Johnson PE
Joseph Kerstetter PE
Daniel Kimbell PE
Richard Knapek PE
Jon Kurzynske PE
Ehsan Languri PE
Matthew Mckay PE
Jeremy Miller PE
Kevin Monroe PE

Brian Moon PE
Erik Natusch PE
Kyle Ogden PE
Ali Omar PE
John Patterson PE
John PEnnington PE
Amy Rauch PE
Matthew Rhule PE
Eric Romeiser PE
Brady Sheppard PE
Maybelle Sparks PE
Christopher Starr PE
Jeb Stuart PE
Andrew Vanpelt PE
Damon Varble PE
Anthony Washington PE
Ryan Woodson PE

TULLAHOMA 
Tyler Mcelroy PE

UPPER EAST 
Michael Bailey PE 
Richard Beck PE 
Cameron Curtis PE 
Hua Li PE 
Aaron Pinto PE 
Megan Shafer PE 
Keith Slaton PE 
Gregory Smolen PE 
Patrick Wasserman PE 
Joseph Wigington PE
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www.grwinc.com
Offices in TN, KY, IN, & WV 

1-800-432-9537

Design with  
community in mind
stantec.com

CIVIL
PLANNING
STRUCTURAL
ENVIRONMENTAL
TRANSPORTATION
WATER RESOURCES
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

www.neel-schaffer.com

Jackson
731-423-9673

Memphis
901-454-3773

Murfreesboro
615-217-0500

Nashville
615-383-8420 KNOXVILLE

865.540.0801 // www.mcgillengineers.com

Engineering // Environmental // Construction // 
Landscape Architecture // Surveying 

C O N S U L T I N G  E N G I N E E R S

CUMBERLAND AVENUE STREETSCAPES

COMPLETED ON TIME & WITHIN BUDGET
$25 MILLION PROJECT

T H E  C I T Y  O F  K N O X V I L L E

WWW.VAUGHNMELTON.COM

4
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architecture  engineering  interiors  planning

www.greshamsmith.com

Memphis • Nashville • Knoxville
www.ssr-inc.com

BRICKS CRACKING? WALLS BOWING?
United Structural Systems, Inc. is Middle TN’s
leading foundation repair & waterproofing company. 
More than 10,000 satisfied customers.  

Encapsulation • Floor Supports • Sinkholes
 Steel Underpinning Waterproofing• 

 Licensed & Insured • Lifetime Warranties
Free Estimates

615.227.2275
 info@usstn.com  •  www.usstn.com

IS YOUR COMPANY  
AD MISSING? 

Would you like to advertise in the  

TSPE Today newsletter?

For information about running your 

advertisement, please contact Judy Logue  

at 615-242-2486 or jlogue@tnec.org. 

Limited space is available. 

5
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Chattanooga Knoxville

Nashville

Murfreesboro

Tri-Cities

Transportation / Geotechnical / Environmental 
Construction Services / Planning + Design / Energy

Your Tennessee Resource.

www.smeinc.com

CHATTANOOGA CHAPTER
Robert Davis
Ha Le Vo 
Kadee L Klimowicz
Steve Sabacky PE
Taylor Taluskie PE
Nicholas A McClung PE

KNOXVILLE CHAPTER
Timothy F Tucker PE
Micah B Anderson 
Jackson H Bogach 
Kinzee E Clark 
Kaleb E Huling 
Kendra L Jackson 
Megtan N Lamon 
Ryan M Livesey 
Bruce E Lynn 
James A Stanley 
William C Allsup 
Adam R Dunn 
Matthew C Howard 
Ryan C Johnson 
Bronson L Maddox 
Justin E McDade 
Christian J Moloney 
Joshua M Oakes 
Jonathan F Payne 
Sierra L Sims 
Chelsea L West 
Joshua Ryan Yoakum 
Michael S Atkinson EI/EIT
Jessica  Lucyshyn

MEMPHIS CHAPTER
John C. Modzelewski
Gargi Talati PE

NASHVILLE CHAPTER
Taylor T. Johnson EI/EIT
Cody G Crews PE
Daniel  Walton PE
Ben J Coles 
Daniel  Davis EI/EIT
Tyler  Wright 
Brian  Burns EI/EIT
Jonathan  Haycraft PE
Gregory Ross Gash 
Robert  Pelosi PE
Meredith K Cebelak 
Bryan Austin Tharpe PE

TULLAHOMA CHAPTER
Patric M Hannah

UPPER EAST CHAPTER
Roger LeMond PE

New TSPE Members Calendar of Events

Jun 29-
30

TSPE Board Retreat and Meeting,  
Henry Horton State Park

July 18-
22

2017 NSPE Professional Engineers 
Conference,  
Caesars Palace, Las Vegas 

Sept. 17 TN Engineering Foundation Luncheon, 
Music City Center, Nashville

Sept 17-
18

Tennessee Engineers’ Conference, 
Music City Center, Nashville

Claire Barnett, PE, President of the Tennessee 
Engineering Foundation, announced the 2018 
Tennessee Engineering Foundation (TEF) scholarships 
will be awarded to four students.  Zachary Jerome from 
Knoxville, TN, who is a Junior in Civil Engineering and Viola 
Performance at The University of Tennessee at Knoxville, 
won the $4,000 Dorothy and Arthur Crouch Memorial 
Scholarship.  TEF scholarships of $3,500 each were 
awarded to William Jesse Barnard from Rocky Face, GA, 
who is a junior in Mechanical Engineering at the University 
of Tennessee Chattanooga; Alec Brenner from Ooltewah, 
TN, who is a freshman in Civil Engineering at Tennessee 
Tech University in Cookeville; and Tiana Lynn from Bixby, 
OK who is a Junior in Civil Engineering at Lipscomb 
University in Nashville.

The TEF was established by a group of engineering 
organizations to advance and support the engineering 
profession in the State of Tennessee.  TEF raises funds for 
scholarships and other kindergarten -12th grade science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) education 
support activities such as MATHCOUNTS.  The TEF is 
headquartered at the Tennessee Engineering Center, 800 
Fort Negley Blvd., Nashville, TN, 37203. 

Information and application for the 2019 Scholarships will 
be posted in the Fall of 2018

Tennessee Engineering Foundation 2018 Scholarships Awarded

Dale Davis, PE (L), TEF Trustee presents Zachary Jerome, 
UT Knoxville with the Dorothy & Arthur Crouch Memorial 
Scholarship.
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When You Need Insurance  
Protection, It’s Always  
Good to Have a PLAN

www.RiskStrategies.com800.595.6526

Memphis Office - 5141 Wheelis Ave.
Nashville Office - 
104 Woodmont Blvd. Suite 400 

Risk Strategies Architects and Engineers Practice

As a proud member of the Professional Liability Agents Network, we are  
specialists at meeting the insurance needs of design and environmental 
firms. We Offer:

• Access to exclusive professional liability and property/casualty  
coverage for A/E/E/ firms, including surveyors. 

• Innovative risk management programs that earn continuing  
education credits.

• Valuable contract review and dispute resolution services.
• A wealth of resources to help you avoid losses and preserve  

client relations.

The personal service of one. The combined resources of many. That’s the  
advantage you gain when choosing a member of PLAN.

When You Need Insurance  
Protection, It’s Always  
Good to Have a PLAN
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2018 AMJ Partners

Risk Strategies Group http://www.risk-strategies.com

L&R formerly Lellyett & Rogers www.landrco.com

Jacobs Technology www.jacobstechnology.com

ACEC Life/Health Insurance Trust www.aceclifehealthtrust.com

AE Guidance, LLC www.aeguidance.com

BioClean a Division of Forterra http://www.biocleanenvironmental.com/

Info Tech, Inc. www.infotechfl.com

Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C.  www.lewisthomason.com

Ryan Search & Consulting www.ryansc.net

Smith Cashion & Orr, PLC www.smithcashion.com

Tennessee Concrete Association www.tnconcrete.org

United Structural Systems, Inc. www.usstn.com

Yanmar America www.yanmar-es.com 

SOUND IDEAS

August 20 – 23, 2018 
Nashville, TN
Register Now!

WASTECON.org

Join us in Music City for “Sound Ideas” in waste 
management! Explore innovative technology adoption 
and investment to see what it could mean for the future 
of the industry.  
 

Use promo “TSPE100” at checkout for $100 off!

Internet of things & Innovation
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Judy 
Logue

Tennessee law allows both personal and corporate contributions to TPE-PAC
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NSPE Successfully Champions Federal Legislation to 
Strengthen QBS Requirements
NSPE successfully advocated for the inclusion of an important 
provision in the Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization 
Act of 2018 (H.R.4) to strengthen Qualifications Based Selection 
requirements for airports. NSPE and other engineering 
and construction associations sent a letter to Bill Shuster (R-
PA), chairman of the House Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, urging the incorporation of a bipartisan 
amendment offered by Rep. Bruce Westerman, PE (R-AR) and 
Rep. Daniel Lipinski (D-IL). The Westerman-Lipinski amendment 
clarifies existing rules to ensure that airports follow a uniform 
QBS process for airport projects that use Airport Improvement 
Program funds. “[E]ngineering and design are highly skilled, 
multi-disciplined professions whose services directly affect 
public safety and welfare. Firms provide technical expertise, 
innovation, and the latest technologies – skills that are the most 
important factors in enhancing project performance and cost 
savings. QBS ensures that these attributes are emphasized 
in the procurement process. The amendment would expand 
existing requirements to cover any airport project that uses 
federal AIP program funds at any stage.”

As a result of this initiative, the amendment was incorporated 
into the legislation. The House of Representatives approved 
the FAA reauthorization on April 27 by a vote of 393 to 13. The 
focus now shifts to the Senate where companion legislation is 
being drafted.

Mississippi Litigation Has Significant Implications for Use 
of the Term “Engineer” 
Current litigation in the federal courts in Mississippi involving 
a company calling itself “Tire Engineers” provides NSPE an 
opportunity to actively assert and advocate in federal court 
its longstanding policy and position that the misuse of the 
term “engineer” by unqualified and unlicensed individuals 
or companies is misleading and deceptive and endangers 
the public health and safety. A positive outcome in this 
matter could influence other states’ actions on the misuse of 
the term “engineer.”

In 2017, NSPE was contacted regarding pending litigation 
in which the Mississippi Board of Licensure for Professional 
Engineers, with the assistance of the Mississippi attorney 
general, sought to challenge an auto maintenance/tire 
company for using the business name Tire Engineers. The 
company did not engage in the practice of engineering and 
did not employ professional engineers in rendering its services. 
At the time, NSPE provided support to the Mississippi attorney 
general’s office in researching this issue. After negotiations 
broke down between the state of Mississippi and the company, 
Tire Engineers challenged Mississippi’s position and filed 
a declaratory judgment complaint in federal district court in 
Mississippi.

The federal court concluded that the company’s use of the 
business name “Tire Engineers” violated the Mississippi 
PE statute because the name was inherently misleading/
deceptive. The court also rejected Tire Engineers’ commercial 
free speech and Lanham (trademark) Act claims. In its findings 
and conclusions, the federal court determined that there was 
clear evidence that Mississippi consumers were being misled/
deceived by Tire Engineers’ use of its business name. The court 
noted that tire engineers are an actual and recognized group of 
qualified engineers working to design tires in the transportation 
industry and that, based upon the survey evidence, Mississippi 
consumers were being misled as to whether Tire Engineers 
used qualified tire engineers to perform company services 
and whether Tire Engineers was actually offering engineering 
services and/or performing its work with the level of skill and 
training of a qualified engineer.

Tire Engineers has appealed the federal district court’s decision 
to the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. The Mississippi 
attorney general has requested that NSPE file a “friend of the 
court” brief in the case in support of the Mississippi Engineering 
Society. The NSPE Board of Directors is actively considering 
the case, and NSPE will continue to provide updates regarding 
this litigation.

For additional information on these and other issues, visit 
www.nspe.org

While the 2018 Gubernatorial and 
Congressional races are certainly 
important for Tennessee, I’d like to draw 
your attention to the races that should be 
top-of-mind for engineers. All 99 state 
House seats and half the Senate seats will 

be on the ballot in November, and there is plenty of work to 
do before the 111th General Assembly convenes in January. 
For starters, 23 House members are not seeking reelection, 
including the Speaker of the House, Democratic Leader, 
Finance Committee Chair, and Finance Subcommittee Chair. 
24 additional incumbents have opponents in the primary, and 
62 face opposition in the general election. On the Senate side, 
where only half of members run each election cycle, there are 
three open seats. Of the 15 races with incumbents, 12 face 

opponents in either the primary or general election, or both. 
For those who don’t want to do the math, of 132 legislators in 
the General Assembly, only 29 are guaranteed to be there in 
2019. 

Suffice it to say, it’s time to step up our game. WE NEED 
YOUR HELP. The Tennessee Professional Engineers PAC is 
more important than ever. We have an opportunity to help 
keep our friends in office, and to boost the chances of success 
for candidates who are friendly to our profession. Every 
contribution to the TPE-PAC, no matter the size, will make 
a difference. Beyond the TPE-PAC, please get involved in 
your local races. If you’d like to know where incumbents and 
candidates stand on engineering issues, reach out to me and 
ask. Let’s keep up the good fight! Thanks again for ALL you do!

2018 ELECTION // Kasey Anderson - TSPE Executive Director

NEWS FROM NATIONAL 
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Fall 2017

2017

Nov 23–24 — TSPE Offices Closed for Thanksgiving

Dec 6-8 — Crow Friedman Seminars 
Knoxville, Nashville, Memphis

2018

Feb 18-24 — Engineers’ Week

Mar 5 — TSPE Board Meeting

Mar 6 — Engineers’ Day on the Hill

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Knoxville Chapter
Sol Arroyo-Sola, EI/EIT
Roscoe Robert Beitel 
Rodney Chester 
Leslie R. Emison, EI/EIT
Randy Gibson 
Miguel Gonzalez 
Robert Herchenrider, PE
John D. Kilpatrick 
Melissa McKenzie, PE
Javan Reynolds, EI/EIT
Hayden Turkington 

Nashville Chapter
Damon Bresenham, PE
Jacob Brooks, PE
Lindsay Bryant, PE
Mary Elizabeth Elrod, PE
Ihab Habib, PE
David L Hodnett, PE
Jeffrey Koontz, PE
John G. Reidy, PE
Melvin Elmo Walker III, PE
Douglas S. Wright

Chattanooga Chapter
Andrew Byrd 
Donald Wayne Holmes, EI/EIT
Benjamin Lynn Phillips, PE

Memphis Chapter
Leslie Sheree Jones, PE
Mehul Patel 
  
Tullahoma Chapter
Theodore William Castellano III, PE
Fred N. Overbay Jr., PE

NEW TSPE MEMBERS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
CROW FRIEDMAN ROADSHOW!

December 6 – Knoxville
December 7 – Nashville
December 8 - Memphis

The Tennessee Society of Professional Engineers is 
sponsoring a morning session on professional liability issues 
presented by Crow Friedman Group, a Risk Strategies 
Company; and XI Catlin. The Nashville date will also include 
an afternoon session on codes.
Visit http://tnspe.org/Current%20Events.htm for 
information and to register.
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Successful Session for Tennessee Engineers Priority Issues
 // Kasey Anderson - TSPE Executive Director

Tennessee engineers saw much success in the second 
session of the 110th General Assembly. TSPE followed 
377 bills and played an active role in several dozen. 
We accomplished our goal in carrying legislation to 
strengthen Qualifications Based Selection, allowing the 
A/E board to provide guidance about QBS compliance, 
and had favorable outcomes in our efforts to protect utility 
companies and advocate for safe drinking water. We also 
successfully blocked and amended legislation that would 
have negatively affected our profession and/or the health, 
safety and welfare of the public related to the following: 
exemptions for mandatory sprinkler requirements, private 
purchase of utility districts, restrictions on smart meters, 
fluoride limits in public drinking water, apprenticeship 
programs, and changes to the permitting process for TDEC 
and other agencies.     

Additionally, several exciting appropriations requests 
for which we advocated passed in this year’s budget: $3 

million in recurring funds to Tennessee Tech College of 
Engineering, $500,000 in continued grant funds to improve 
and maintain access to Tennessee’s waterways, and an $11 
million earmark for the Energy Efficient Schools Initiative.

While TSPE provides your ‘boots on the ground’ at the 
Capitol every day, we are grateful for the many TSPE 
members who were involved in the legislative process 
by participating on our Government Affairs Committee, 
attending Engineers Day on the Hill, providing feedback 
on issues, and contacting legislators. I want to particularly 
recognize the efforts of David Brewer, chairman of the TSPE 
Government Affairs Committee. He is an outstanding leader 
for TSPE’s efforts and is a huge part of our success. Thank 
you, Dave! In the coming months I will be doing Legislative 
Updates at local chapters across the state. There we will take 
a deeper dive into the outcomes from this session and what 
we see on the horizon. I hope you make plans to attend!


